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guns to float throughout our cities and 
come into some of our cities illegally? 
We cannot save everybody. I under-
stand that. But think about if we could 
cut it down to maybe just 15,000 people 
a year dying. As far as I am concerned, 
one person dying is one too many. 

I promised my son as he was recov-
ering many years ago that I would do 
whatever I could to prevent another 
family from not going through what 
our families did. And here it is 11 years 
later. Here we had a terrible tragedy 
yesterday in Nebraska. Not long ago, 
we had a terrible tragedy at Virginia 
Tech. Before that, we had another ter-
rible tragedy at another mall in the 
Midwest. We can think about all these 
terrible tragedies that are happening 
more and more not just in our inner 
cities now but in places in our country 
that we never thought we would ever 
see gun violence. 

This Nation needs to decide what it 
is going to do to stop this rampage of 
unnecessary killings of innocent peo-
ple. Three hundred thirty thousand 
people killed in the 11 years I have 
been here, I hope we can do better. I 
pray for the families. I pray for the 
communities. 
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IN HONOR OF THE HONORABLE 
HENRY HYDE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MICA) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker and my col-
leagues, one of the greatest voices to 
ever be heard in these Chambers has 
been lost to the ages. I rise today to 
pay tribute to my good friend, a great 
American and my former colleague, 
Henry Hyde. Tomorrow in Illinois, one 
of the State’s most capable and elo-
quent Members of Congress will be laid 
to rest. 

It was my distinct honor to meet 
Henry Hyde, to serve with Henry Hyde 
and to call Henry Hyde my friend. In 
this House Chamber over the past 150 
years, there have been many who have 
spoken. I submit that if you had the 
privilege to hear Henry Hyde speak 
here, you were indeed most fortunate. 

In this House of Representatives over 
the past several centuries, there have 
been many distinguished individuals. I 
submit that not only was Henry Hyde 
one of the most distinguished, but also 
one of the most appreciated individ-
uals, one of the finest gentlemen, one 
of the greatest Americans to serve in 
this, the people’s House. 

Whether he was defending the unborn 
or relating his position to us on any 
matter before this House, Henry Hyde 
always spoke with dignity, conviction, 
principle and eloquence. When Henry 
Hyde addressed this House, its Mem-
bers and all Americans listened. While 
everyone who knew Henry Hyde can 
tell us a very special story and per-
sonal experience about knowing Henry 
Hyde, there are several memories that 
I will always fondly cherish and re-
member. 

I recall when Henry came to my dis-
trict, came to my home in Florida. I 
will never forget when Henry Hyde 
stopped me, actually in this aisleway, 
here on the floor of the House, and in 
that aisleway he complimented me on 
my remarks that day. Imagine, Henry 
Hyde, the master orator, praising such 
common words. How honored I was by 
his compliment to so junior a Member 
on that day. There are many other sto-
ries I can tell about Henry Hyde and I 
know we can all share the other sto-
ries, but let me tell you in closing to 
relate one of my last memories of this 
great man. 

I had the privilege of traveling with 
Henry to the United States European 
interparliamentary meetings overseas, 
and on my last trip with Henry to one 
of these meetings, one of the last times 
that Henry Hyde as I recall him serv-
ing as chairman of the International 
Relations Committee, we were flying 
together with others across the Atlan-
tic to make our next day’s meeting. I 
woke up in the middle of the night and 
everyone in the cabin on the plane was 
sleeping, with one exception, and that 
was Henry Hyde. Some of you may re-
call Henry had been quite ill towards 
the end of his service. He required as-
sistance to walk, and I knew how un-
comfortable and how difficult it was 
for him to travel. But here was Henry 
Hyde so committed to his responsi-
bility, while in such great personal 
pain and discomfort that he could not 
rest, he had to sit up in his chair all 
night, but he was fulfilling his duties 
and his responsibilities. I knew that 
night and I knew when I first met him, 
I knew also when I first heard him, and 
I have known, and I have been honored 
to call him my friend, I have had the 
opportunity to know a great man, a 
great American, the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. Hyde). 

To Henry’s wife and family, and on 
behalf of all the people of the Seventh 
Congressional District of Florida, and 
personally, I extend my deepest sym-
pathies. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, for the past 
20 years, my colleagues in the sci-
entific community have been issuing 
warnings that the release of green-
house gases is altering the Earth’s cli-
mate in ways that are expensive and 
deadly. It is well established in the sci-
entific community that the climate 
change of recent decades can be attrib-
uted to the way we produce and use en-
ergy. In fact, the greatest insult to our 
planet is the way we produce and use 
energy. 

As an energy scientist, I know how 
much can be done technically to reduce 
our dependence on fossil fuels and to 
slow the rate of global climate change. 
In fact, many countries around the 

world are taking those steps. Today, 
here in the House of Representatives, 
we have passed historic legislation 
which will finally take the long over-
due first steps toward addressing global 
climate change and addressing our 
long-term energy needs. I am proud to 
have worked with my colleagues on 
this comprehensive bill which will 
move us toward reducing our depend-
ence on fossil fuels and will spur the 
economic growth and will create new 
jobs and stave off further damage to 
our environment and our climate. This 
is one of the principle subjects that I 
have spoken about and worked on since 
I first ran for Congress, and it is one of 
the reasons, I believe, that my con-
stituents sent me to Congress. 

There are some excellent provisions 
in this bill that will drastically reduce 
our greenhouse gas emissions. This in-
cludes increasing the average auto-
mobile fuel economy to 35 miles per 
gallon by 2020. It will require the na-
tionwide implementation of renewable 
portfolio standards requiring 15 percent 
of the Nation’s energy in power genera-
tion to come from renewable sources. 
And these two provisions alone will 
save consumers as much as $40 billion 
in a dozen years and will decrease our 
annual greenhouse gas emissions by up 
to 324 million tons. 

H.R. 6 will reverse many of the envi-
ronmental detrimental policies that 
this administration and this country 
have implemented over the past 6 
years. It will repeal the $23 billion in 
tax subsidies and royalty relief provi-
sions for fabulously wealthy oil compa-
nies. 

It will use this money to invest in re-
newable energy research and extend ex-
isting tax credits for the production of 
renewable energy. My home State of 
New Jersey has led the way on these 
issues. New Jersey has already imple-
mented a renewable portfolio standard 
that requires 20 percent of the State’s 
energy to come from renewable sources 
by 2020. New Jersey is the second lead-
ing State in solar energy production, 
with over 2,400 solar installations in 
place, and I am told it is the fastest 
growing market for solar energy in the 
United States. 

The legislation passed here today 
will require our appliances and build-
ings to be more energy efficient, it will 
provide job training to help workers 
become part of the green economy, it 
will require the United States to re- 
enter into the debate on global climate 
change, it will provide historic invest-
ment in renewable energy and biofuels 
research. 

Of course, this bill is not enough. If it 
becomes law, it will be a start, a very 
good start. Having passed this bill, we 
will be able to consider other alter-
native energy and climate change leg-
islation, and I am confident that we 
will. 
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